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First United Methodist Church, Bristol TN/VA

July 15, 2015

Worship Times

9 am - The River (Tankersley Hall)

11 am - Traditional (Sanctuary)

Our “Feed the Hungry” offering this Sunday will go to Local Missions.
This mission helps members of our church and other immediate local mission needs.

Sunday, July 19, 2015
8th Sunday After Pentecost

Text - Selected Scripture Passages

Keeping Company with God

Perhaps one of the wisest things I have heard

about prayer is that the larger part of the practice

of it is “simply showing up.” There is no need for

flawlessness or offering up “the perfect prayer” to

be heard. Just an honest, “keeping company” sug-

gests some kind of routine. It involves speaking,

listening, attending, even struggling at times Re-

lationships are like that. The more we show up,

the more we understand and find ourselves

“caught up in the stream” of what God is already

doing in the world and understanding how we can

be a part of it.

Rev. Michelle McKinnon-Young

New Book Study Offered During the Sunday School Hour
Beginning 10 am - Sunday, August 2

Upstairs in the Education Wing

“The United States is a Christian nation.” We have heard this sentence

either from the pulpit or the election stump. But, in the early years of the

republic George Washington’s administration negotiated a treaty (later

ratified by John Adam’s administration) that read “The United States is

not, in any sense, founded on the Christian religion.” What should we

make of this contradictory evidence? Both Thomas Jefferson and James

Madison indicated that there should be a “wall of separation” between

church and state. What did they mean? Did they mean the same thing?

Most importantly, do the views of Washington, Jefferson, and Madison

have any bearing on today’s political scene and should they? We will

tackle some of these questions starting August 2 with a new book study.

The book is entitled God and the Founders by Vincent Phillip Munoz.

The study will last ten weeks. The first three weeks will be background

material and the last seven weeks will address a chapter in the book. Any-

one is welcome. Reading the book is not necessary to join the discussion,

but is encouraged. ~ Algie Aubrey

This Saturday, July 18

9 a.m. - Noon

The Weeds are back! This time they have

overtaken the children’s playground. Please

come out this Saturday between the hours

of 9 a.m. and noon and help us beautify our

playground for all our special kids. Bring

work gloves, shovels and spades.

A Service to Celebrate the Life of

Brooklyn Abigail Gorrell

will be held at

First United Methodist Church

Bristol, Tennessee

Sunday, July 19, 2015

3 p.m. - Sanctuary
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Building & Grounds Committee 
 

The Board of Trustees has created a new Building & 
Grounds Committee which is charged with, among other 

things, landscaping and creating a master plan for the 
church property.  Three volunteers have already stepped 

forward - Kathy Wagner, Rick Rollins and Gary Carrier.  
We  hope to add two to four more interested persons.  

Please indicate your interest to Carol (652-2811 or 
admin@fumcbristol.org)  no later than August 2. 

Prayer:   Does it Make Any Difference? 
 

6-Week Sermon Series 
 

Inspired by the Philip Yancey Book/Workbook 
 by the same Title 

 
 

Each week anchored in a variety of scripture 
 Variety of prayer topics addressed under each title 

           

 
July 26:  How to Pray 

Is there a ‘magic formula’ for prayer?  If so, am I doing it?  Is that why (or why not) my prayers are being 
answered?   Are there different ways to pray?  Different types of prayers for different times?  What works 
best when?  What are the forms prayer can take?  Prostrate?  Kneeling?  Is there a better place and time 
to pray than others?  Can I become ‘fluent’ in prayer?  What is this thing some call, ‘a prayer language?’   
Should I mix private prayer with prayer time with others?   What can we learn from the prayer practices 

of those in scripture, in the modern world, even those of different faiths, perhaps?  Will somebody 
please help me!  I want to do this ‘right!’   

 

     August 2: Prayer Problems 

It would be nice if praying was just as simple as practicing it, expecting God to act, to act immediately 
and then to perform just as we want!   Alas, most of life does not work this way; nor does God!  Why are 
some prayers ‘answered’ while others are not?  Both personal prayers and prayers for the world?   What 
does God’s silence mean?  Absence or indifference, or….? In what ways have both answered and unan-
swered prayers affected you and your relationship and expectations of God.   Is it normal to have ‘dry 
periods’ when I just don’t feel like praying?   How do I break out of this pattern….and/or, what I can I 

learn in and through the desert places?   Does our persistence in prayer on a matter make  
any difference to God?   

 

     August 9:  Does Prayer Change Anything? 

  The world, our lives are filled with both joy and sorrow.   The things that concern us most, we bring to 
God in prayer.  But does it really makes any difference?  How can we know?  Does it change God’s heart 
and mind—do we have that kind of power over/with God?   “Hitler murdered six million Jews and several 
million Christians, their prayers for deliverance, evaporating in the ovens along with their bodies,”  Prayer:  
Does it Make Any Difference, (p. 115)  How do we respond to this or to someone’s challenge, ‘see prayers 
fall on deaf ears!’   What part, if any, do we pray in helping God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven?  

Does God really partner with us to ‘change the world’ for good?   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

15

7 pm Chancel Choir
8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

16
Noon - 4 pm Bridge Club

1 pm - Local Pastors - Parlor

6:30 pm - Yoga with Jean

8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

17

8 pm NA - Ed Wing

18 9 am Quilters

9 - Noon

Church

Work Day

8 pm NA - Ed Wing

19
Feed the Hungry - Local

Mission

3 pm A Service
Celebrating the life of

Brooklyn Abigail Gorrell

7 pm - Administrative
Council - TH

20

8 pm - NA - Ed Wing

21
8 am Men’s Prayer
Noon-4 pm Bridge Club

8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

22

7 pm Chancel Choir
8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

23

3:30 pm - Homebound Visitation

Team - Library

Noon - 4 pm Bridge Club

6:30 pm - Yoga with Jean

8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

24

8 pm NA - Ed Wing

25

8 pm NA - Ed Wing

26
Feed the Hungry -
Family Promise of Bristol

27

8 pm - NA - Ed Wing

28
8 am Men’s Prayer
10 am - Meals on Wheels
Noon-4 pm Bridge Club

8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

29

7 pm Chancel Choir
8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

30

Noon - 4 pm Bridge Club

6:30 pm - Yoga with Jean

8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

31

8 pm NA - Ed Wing

1 August

8 pm NA - Ed Wing

2
Feed the Hungry -
Bristol Faith In Action

3
1 - 4 pm Food Pantry

Volunteers

8 pm - NA - Ed Wing

4
8 am Men’s Prayer
Noon-4 pm Bridge Club

8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

5

7 pm Chancel Choir
8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

6

Noon - 4 pm Bridge Club

6:30 pm - Yoga with Jean

8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

7

8 pm NA - Ed Wing

8

8 pm NA - Ed Wing

9
Feed the Hungry - Local
School Mission

10

8 pm - NA - Ed Wing

11
8 am Men’s Prayer
Noon-4 pm Bridge Club

8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

12

7 pm Chancel Choir
8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

13

Noon - 4 pm Bridge Club

6:30 pm - Yoga with Jean

8 pm - AA - Ed Wing

14

8 pm NA - Ed Wing

15
9 am - Quilters

8 pm NA - Ed Wing

First United Methodist Church
July/August 2015

EVERY SUNDAY
9:00am The River - Tankersley Hall

10 am Sunday School

11 am Traditional worship

8 pm AA - Ed Wing

Look on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/BTFUMC

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Help-for-Haiti-Children-is-
Shelter/352080834934106

Check out our NEW website at www.fumcbristol.org
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